
 

Would you like to train to become a Reading Friends volunteer at a 
local school? 

 

What is Reading Friends? 

Reading Friends is a paired reading 
project which involves adult volunteers 

giving up an hour of their time per week 
to read with pupils in Kirklees schools.   

The Reading Friends training, provided 
by Kirklees Success Centre, will enable 

you to develop new knowledge and skills 
in the following areas: 

- Early stages of reading development                 
- Expectations of a volunteer in school, 

including Safeguarding                                               
– Strategies to help children with 

phonics and difficult words                                                                 
– Ways to support comprehension                     

- Different levels of support                                      
– Effective feedback  

Our training is fun and informal, allowing 
you to share your own experiences and 

help each other. 

On average, children improve in their 
reading age by up to 9 months after a 10 

week programme and become more 
confident and enjoy reading. 

 

What are the benefits? 
Reading Friends is a great opportunity for 

you to: 
• Develop new knowledge and skills to 

provide effective reading support in 
schools and at home with your own 
children. 

• Support your local community. 
• Gain experience as a starting point to 

exploring a career in schools. 
• Gain new skills and work experience 

to build up your CV and support your 
job applications. 

• Increase self-confidence and 
motivation. 

• Meet new people with similar 
interests.  

 

• Meet new people  

 

 

Courses take place at your local school (subject to 
numbers enrolled), online or at the John Smith’s 

Stadium. 
 

They run over 4 weeks (one day a week, each 
session is 3 hours). 

 
What next? 
 
If you are interested in becoming a Reading 
Friend please contact  
Nicola by email: nicola.addison@kirklees.gov.uk 
or success.centres@kirklees.gov.uk  
Phone: 01484 234153 (please leave a message) 
Twitter: @klassuccessctrs 
Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/kirkleessuccesscentres 
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